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December 2011
PANTHER MAILGRAM

A monthly publication from your Hermitage PTSA         Sign up today by visiting www.hermitageptsa.org

The PTSA Mailgram is a great way for students and parents to stay informed at Hermitage. Mailgrams are available by email subscription, just sign up at www.hermitageptsa.org, and this mailgram and past mailgrams are always available electronically on our website.   Sign up today so you don’t miss a single issue.  “Like” us on Facebook – Hermitage High School PTSA.  
PTSA NEWS:
Have you joined the PTSA?   Membership is only $5 and your membership directly benefits all students and supports school programs, teachers, activities, and school improvements at the Herm.  Membership in the PTSA also provides a voice at the national level for our children – the National PTA is the largest volunteer child advocacy group in the country. 

Is your senior a member of the PTSA? -   Becoming a PTSA member brings students one step closer to being eligible for a PTSA scholarship and other wonderful benefits.  Don’t wait until it’s too late – join now, membership forms are available in the main office, or download a membership form at www.hermitageptsa.org and join before the scholarship deadline!  Scholarship questions?  Contact Jenny High at scholarships@hermitageptsa.org.  
Make an opportunity out of joining the PTSA!
Spanish

Es tu estudiante miembro de la PTSA?
Convertirse en miembro del PTSA es un paso 
Más cerca para ser elegibles para solicitar becas Financiado por PTSA
y otros beneficios maravillosos.
No espere hasta que sea demasiado tarde Únete ahora
Las solicitudes están en la oficina principal.
¿Preguntas? Hagan Contacto con  Jenny High al scholarships@hermitageptsa.org a.
Hacer una oportunidad de unirse a la PTSA
Programs – Thank you to Vicky Echevarria for filling the open VP of Programs position at Hermitage PTSA.   Do you have an idea for a program or topic you’d like covered?  Send suggestions to vpprograms@hermitageptsa.org.  
New Ways and Means Committee –   Are you looking for a way to get involved with the PTSA?  A new committee is forming to coordinate our fundraising efforts.  An interest meeting will be held Wednesday night, December 7th at 6:30 pm, at Panera (corner of Staples Mill and Parham).  Come out and see if this is a way you could serve your school.
VOLUNTEER NEEDS:
Volunteer for the PTSA - Our goal is to involve all PANTHER PARENTS.  Whether you have lots of free time or hardly any, there is a volunteer position that's right for you!  More information is available on the “Volunteers” page on our website, or contact Jennifer Ramirez at volunteers@hermitageptsa.org.   Some volunteer opportunities:
· On-site helpers in the Main Office, Attendance Office, and Guidance Office
· Serve on a PTSA Committee: Party All Night, Hospitality, Community Liaison, Communications, Scholarships, Baccalaureate or the new Ways and Means Committee.

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DATES: (Be sure to check the monthly calendar online for up to the minute
information as dates sometimes change between publication dates.)
December 5 – Financial Aid Night, 6:30 pm,  library
December 6 – Winter Strings Concert, 7:30 pm
December 7 – Ways and Means Committee meeting, 6:30pm, at Panera

December 8 – Humanities Center Open House, 7pm
December 12 – Sophomore Ring Delivery, all lunches; Sophomore Ring Ceremony 3:45pm

December 14 – Winter Band Concert, 7 pm

December 15 – Winter Chorus Concert, 7 pm

December 19 – Winter Break begins
Looking Ahead:
January 23 – PTSA General Meeting, 7 pm

January 28 – SAT testing date
Save The Date!
Prom:  April 28th, 2012 - Location TBD
Party All Night:  April 28th, 2012 – Location TBD
Baccalaureate Service: Sunday, June 10th, at 2 pm in the Hermitage High School Auditorium

Graduation: Wednesday, June 13th, at 3pm at VCU's Siegel Center
General School news:
Congratulations!  Congratulations to the Hermitage Football Team, 2011 District Champions and 2011 Regional Champions!  Way to go, Panthers!
Counseling News:

The Hermitage High School Counseling Department will be sponsoring a Financial Aid Night on December 5th at 6:30 p.m. in the school library.  Ms. Shari Arehart from James Madison University will speak in general about financial aid for all colleges, both public and private.  She will also have someone with her who will be available to answer individual questions.  All seniors and their parents are encouraged to attend.  
After School SOL Tutoring continues!   Visit Mrs. Brown’s website (http://www.quia.com/pages/kbrown12/sol) for all testing information including the tutoring schedule!

Students taking the SAT on January 28th should sign up with Mrs. Brown in the library for free Panther Time tutoring.  Initial meeting will be January 5th during Panther Time. 
Orchestra News:
Hermitage Orchestra Winter Concert is Tuesday, December 6th at 7:30pm.  The concert is free and you won’t want to miss our special guest conductor!

The Orchestra has a fundraiser at 5Below from December 4th – 10th.  Shop anytime that week at either the Short Pump or Virginia Center Commons store.  Please visit the PTSA’s website at www.hermitageptsa.org (click the “This Month at The Herm” tab and look under “Announcements”) to download a 5Below flyer.  The flyer must be presented at the time of purchase in order for the orchestra to receive 10% of the sale.  Get some great stocking stuffers and support the orchestra at the same time!

The Orchestra will have a table outside 5Below at Virginia Center Commons on Friday, December 9th.  Students will be selling water bottles and baked goods.  Please stop by and show your support.  

On Saturday, December 10th, the orchestra students will be wrapping gifts for donations at the Barnes and Noble at Virginia Center Commons.  Author David Baldacci will be doing a book signing that day!

Highlights of club and sports news: For sports schedules, go to http://www.highschoolsports.net/school/Hermitage-High-School-Henrico-VA/
Teachers, coaches, sponsors - Please send all your club and sports news to info@hermitageptsa.org for publication in the Mailgram.
Student involvement – The PTSA is committed to engaging students and providing leadership opportunities at Hermitage High. The school and PTSA websites have links to club listings and contact information, and the PTSA would like to promote student activities and accomplishments in the Mailgram. Contact any PTSA board member for more information.
Please remind your student to check school bulletin boards for news about their clubs. A complete club advisor list can be found on both the school and the PTSA webpage, under links.
If your student graduated and you would like to unsubscribe to our mailings, please e-mail info@hermitageptsa.org and ask to be removed.
What? We missed your good news or announcement? Let us know at info@hermitageptsa.org

Attention: Faculty, students and parents. Don’t forget to send us information for this mailgram. We publish on the 1st of each month.
Editor:  Chrissy Curtis
A service of the Hermitage High School PTSA
