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December 2011
PANTHER MAILGRAM Mid-month Update
A monthly publication from your Hermitage PTSA         Sign up today by visiting www.hermitageptsa.org
The PTSA Mailgram is a great way for students and parents to stay informed at Hermitage.  Mailgrams are available by email subscription, just sign up at www.hermitageptsa.org, and this mailgram and past mailgrams are always available electronically on our website.   Sign up today so you don’t miss a single issue.  “Like” us on Facebook – Hermitage High School PTSA.  
PTSA NEWS:
Prom Bring It! - Introducing a new program from the Hermitage PTSA:
The HERM’s 1st Annual Prom Clothing Extravaganza for the 2012 prom! 
We are giving deserving young ladies and young men of our community a night to remember.  Please help us collect and distribute gently used gowns, dresses, men’s suits, accessories and shoes.   If you would like to donate dresses or men’s formal wear now, donations can be made to:  
Hermitage Main Office, care of Coach Rolleson, 
or
Rick Galster III (804-339-9813) Nationwide Insurance Agency  

10150 Staples Mill Road, Glen Allen, VA 23060    
For additional information, please see the Information Letter at the end of the mailgram, or contact Jenny High at 804-683-2226 or Donna Everage at 804-484-5350.   Updates and additional information will soon be available at www.hermitageptsa.org.
IMPORTANT SCHOOL DATES: 
January 5th – Initial SAT tutoring meeting, during Panther Time

January 23 – PTSA General Meeting, 7 pm

January 28 – SAT testing date
Save The Date!
Prom:  May 19th, 2012 - Location TBD
Party All Night:  May 20th, 2012 – Shady Grove YMCA
Baccalaureate Service: Sunday, June 10th, at 2 pm in the Hermitage High School Auditorium

Graduation: Wednesday, June 13th, at 3pm at VCU's Siegel Center
General School news:
Congratulations Hermitage Marching Band!  
The Hermitage High School Marching Panthers have accepted an invitation to perform in the Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade next December.  This is an invitation only event where the Marching Panthers will represent the Commonwealth of Virginia for the 50th Anniversary of the Arizona Memorial.  The Marching Panthers are representing the many veterans that served from Virginia.  The parade will feature 10 of the best high school bands from across the country.  We are truly humbled and honored to be asked to participate.
Yearbook Info:

Please purchase your 2012 yearbook.  The last day to purchase is March 1st.  The yearbook staff really needs your support to produce a great book this year.  You can pre-purchase with cash or check payable to Hermitage High School through Mrs. Hudak in room 119.

Also, memory/baby advertisements are on sale. Please see Mrs. Hudak (or contact her at amhudak@henrico.k12.va.us) for more information.

Library News:

Panther Pause  The library hosted our second Panther Pause Café on December 8th. Our Hermitage band students serenaded us with holiday selections. Mini-cinnabons were provided by Carvel and enjoyed by all. We will be hosting a student event each month during Panther Time!
Counseling News:
After School SOL Tutoring continues!   Visit Mrs. Brown’s website for all testing information, including the tutoring schedule: http://www.quia.com/pages/kbrown12/sol
Students taking the SAT on January 28th should sign up with Mrs. Brown in the library for free Panther Time tutoring.  Initial meeting will be January 5th during Panther Time. 
Technology Education Department News:  

Students in Materials and Processes with Woods (a technology education class) have finished two projects so far.  They include a napkin holder and the current project - a cutting board/serving tray (see the photo below) that is coming home this week. The first project was made with hand tools.  Our cutting board serving tray started the use of machines like the band saw and scroll saw.  After the winter holiday we will make a peg rack and students will design the style and size of the project, making a project drawing and completing a bill of materials.  The end goal is a final project in the 4th marking period that students will make 90% on their own.  Examples include projects like an end table or a small bookcase. 

Students that complete two years of Woodworking classes can get a CTE completer seal on their diploma.  Many of the students in technology education classes find the classes are a good stepping stone to courses in the county Technical Centers for 11th and 12th grades.
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Highlights of club and sports news: For sports schedules, go to http://www.highschoolsports.net/school/Hermitage-High-School-Henrico-VA/
Teachers, coaches, sponsors - Please send all your club and sports news to info@hermitageptsa.org for publication in the Mailgram.
Please remind your student to check school bulletin boards for news about their clubs. A complete club advisor list can be found on both the school and the PTSA webpage, under links.
If your student graduated and you would like to unsubscribe to our mailings, please e-mail info@hermitageptsa.org and ask to be removed.
What? We missed your good news or announcement? Let us know at info@hermitageptsa.org

Attention: Faculty, students and parents. Don’t forget to send us information for this mailgram. We publish on the 1st of each month.
Editor:  Chrissy Curtis
A service of the Hermitage High School PTSA
PROM BRING IT       
Dear Friends:

This year as Chair of the Hermitage PTSA Scholarship committee, and proud parent of

a sophomore student, I began to develop a new and hopefully annual prom attire drive called “Prom Bring It”.  This program will be dedicated to dressing, and addressing the prom needs of the young ladies and gentlemen of the surrounding Henrico County High Schools.  My goal is to collect prom wear, for those students who would like to attend the Prom but for reasons beyond their control cannot. Most “prom” fundraisers are designed for the ladies; however “Prom Bring It” will not leave the gentlemen behind.  I have contacted various organizations, friends and coworkers in order to get an early start on organizing this colossal endeavor.  I’m still working out the details of the drop-off locations, donations and dates; nevertheless I am reaching out to you for your time, referral, donations and suggestions for the event. 

We are planning on collecting gently used dresses and men’s suits in all styles and sizes, shoes hand bags and jewelry.  We will be transforming the site into a shopping extravaganza for all prom bound.  They will have the opportunity to pick out, try on, and take home the dress and suit of their choice!
Please visit the hermitageptsa.org website and lookout for the Panther e-mailgrams for

updates…
If you would like to donate or collaborate please e-mail:

Jenny High, highconceptsinc@aol.com or Scott Cowdery, scottcowdery@gmail.com

The PTSA is a non-profit organization and your contributions are tax deductible.

Your company can help us by providing funds in the form of a grant or by donating goods and services.
Thank you in advance for your support.

Optimistically Yours,

PTSA Scholarship Chair

Jenny High
Sponsored by the Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) where collaboration is more than a word, it’s a commitment! 

