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January 2012
PANTHER MAILGRAM Midmonth Update
A monthly publication from your Hermitage PTSA         Sign up today by visiting www.hermitageptsa.org
The PTSA Mailgram is a great way for students and parents to stay informed at Hermitage.  Past mailgrams are always available electronically on our website.   Sign up today so you don’t miss a single issue.  “Like” us on Facebook – Hermitage High School PTSA.  
PTSA NEWS:

January 18th – Party All Night Committee Meeting - Last year, we kept nearly 500 students and their guests safe on one of the deadliest nights of the year for teens.   It takes about 50 volunteers to successfully pull off this event and we are ready to get the party started!  Our first PAN Committee meeting is Wednesday at 7 pm in the School Library.   We will meet once a month going forward until the event.   Our meetings will not run past 8:00 pm, as we know you are all busy parents!   Please plan to attend - we will break up into subcommittees and divide tasks.   Below is a list of the subcommittees.   Invite friends to join in - remember, THIS IS NOT JUST A COMMITTEE FOR SENIOR OR JUNIOR PARENTS! 
Sub-Committees:
Activities – entertainment for the students 
Fundraising – promote set up Qdoba Challenge, 2 Panera Nights, & Chic Fil A Spirit Night
Prizes – Solicit & record donations, organize prizes into baskets 
Volunteers – organize & recruit 50 parents, plus teachers for the night of PAN
Decorations – decorate the YMCA into a PARTY ZONE based on Prom theme 
Food – set up menu w/food vendors & hospitality committee and serve food @ PAN 
Marketing – PROMOTION...Get the word out and print the tickets & program
Questions?  Contact Beverly L. Cocke, Debee Taylor, and Patty Carpenter, our Party All Night co-chairs at PAN@hermitagptsa.org.  
January 23rd  - PTSA Program 
The PTSA general meeting will be held Monday at 7 pm in the auditorium.  The school counseling office will give a Power Point presentation on how to interpret PSAT scores, and provide a list of resources to help students prepare for the SATs.   Huntington Learning Centers will discuss SAT and ACT differences and Julie Bruner, author of The College Edge, will help demystify the college process.   Everyone, regardless of grade level, is encouraged to attend this very informative meeting.
2012 PTSA Scholarships  
Applications for the2012 Hermitage PTSA Scholarships are available now in the Guidance Office or at www.hermitageptsa.org/id29.html.   For more information, contact Jenny High at scholarships@hermitageptsa.org.  These scholarships are only available to PTSA members – visit www.hermitageptsa.org/id2.html to become a member.
Prom Bring It! 
We are now collaborating with Varina High PTSA for Prom Bring It!  The HERM’s 1st Annual Prom Clothing Extravaganza is designed to give deserving young ladies and young men of our community a night to remember.  Please help us collect and distribute gently used gowns, dresses, men’s suits, accessories and shoes.   Donations of dresses or men’s formal wear can be made to:  
*Hermitage Main Office
*Verizon Wireless


*Rick Galster III

c/o Coach Rolleson

8191 Brook Road, Suite H

Nationwide Insurance

Richmond, VA 23227

10150 Staples Mill Road

(804) 553-1153


Glen Allen, VA 23060










(804) 339-9813
We are registered with Donatemydress.org - http://donatemydress.org/donate.html#V.  
Questions?  Contact Jenny High, 804-683-2226 or Donna Everage, 804-484-5350.  
More information is available at www.hermitageptsa.org.  

Prom Bring It is in the news! – Check out these articles:

http://www.educationviews.org/2011/12/27/henrico-va-mother-organizes-to-make-dreams-come-true-for-high-school-students
http://www.richmondmom.com/2012/01/12/help-deserving-girls-and-boys-enjoy-a-night-at-the-prom-in-style
VOLUNTEER NEEDS:
Volunteer for the PTSA – Contact Jennifer Ramirez at volunteers@hermitageptsa.org for more information on the volunteer needs at Hermitage!  
· On-site helpers in the Attendance Office, Main Office, and Guidance Office.
· Volunteers for the PTSA Committees including Party All Night, Hospitality, Communications, Community Liaison, Scholarship and Baccalaureate.
IMPORTANT SCHOOL DATES: 
January 18 – Party All Night Committee Meeting, 7pm in the Library

January 23 – PTSA General Meeting, 7 pm in the Auditorium
January 24 – Semester exams, Block 1 & 2, Dismissal 1 pm
January 25 -  Semester exams, Block 3 & 4, Dismissal 1 pm

January 26 - Semester exams, Block 6 & 7, Dismissal 1 pm

January 27 – Semester exam Block 5, Dismissal 10:30 am
January 27 – End of first semester

January 28 – SAT testing date

January 30 – Student Holiday
Looking ahead:

February 13th – Report Card distribution

February 20th – Presidents Day Student Holiday

Prom:  May 19th, 2012 - 

Party All Night:  May 20th, 2012 – Shady Grove YMCA
Baccalaureate Service: Sunday, June 10th, at 2 pm in the Hermitage High School Auditorium

Graduation: Wednesday, June 13th, at 3pm at VCU's Siegel Center
General School news:
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Counseling News:
PSAT results were distributed Monday January 9th. The score reports include their access code for “My College QuickStart.” This online tool offers a wealth of SAT prep and college readiness information.
The School Counseling Department will sponsor a program on the J. Sargeant Reynolds Guaranteed Transfer Plan to state colleges on February 13, at 6:30 pm in the library.  Robin Beale from JSRCC Admissions and Dr. Seth Sykes from VCU will discuss this new program.  It is a wonderful opportunity for students planning to attend JSRCC and we highly encourage all students and their parents to attend.  You will be surprised at how much money this program will save you as the students work towards their four-year degree. 
Students taking the SAT on January 28th should sign up with Mrs. Brown in the library for free Panther Time tutoring.   
The Writing SOL will take place March 5-7;  students who are in English 10 will take the test along with transfer students and students who have failed the test (if they need it for their diploma).

All other subjects’ SOLs will take place May 22-25.

After School SOL Tutoring continues!   Visit Mrs. Brown’s website for all testing information, including the tutoring schedule: http://www.quia.com/pages/kbrown12/sol.
Yearbook Info:

It’s 2012!  So it’s time to purchase your 2012 yearbook!  The last day to purchase a yearbook is March 1st.  The yearbook staff really needs your support to produce a great book this year.  You can pre-purchase for $50, with cash or check payable to Hermitage High School through Mrs. Hudak in room 119.

Also, memory/baby advertisements are on sale. Please see Mrs. Hudak (or contact her at amhudak@henrico.k12.va.us) for more information.
EPanthiannette:

Have you read Hermitage’s school newspaper?   Check it out at http://www.henrico.k12.va.us/hs/Hermitage/3604.html
Highlights of club and sports news: For sports schedules, go to http://www.highschoolsports.net/school/Hermitage-High-School-Henrico-VA/
Teachers, coaches, sponsors - Please send all your club and sports news to info@hermitageptsa.org for publication in the Mailgram.

If your student graduated and you would like to unsubscribe to our mailings, please e-mail info@hermitageptsa.org and ask to be removed.
What? We missed your good news or announcement? Let us know at info@hermitageptsa.org

Attention: Faculty, students and parents. Don’t forget to send us information for this mailgram. 
We publish on the 1st of each month.  Editor: Chrissy Curtis
A service of the Hermitage High School PTSA
Students:  Register for the March 31, 2012 Ukrop’s Monument Avenue 10K online before February 15 in order to receive a “Healthy School Challenge” T-shirt.  Be sure to key “Hermitage High School” in the school name section.  Registration fee is $30.  To receive customized shirts for the Herm, we need 50 student registrants.  For more information, see Mrs. Shreve in the Panther Branch during your lunch.  








