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November 2011
PANTHER MAILGRAM

A monthly publication from your Hermitage PTSA         Sign up today by visiting www.hermitageptsa.org

The PTSA Mailgram is a great way for students and parents to stay informed at Hermitage. Mailgrams are available by email subscription, just sign up at www.hermitageptsa.org, and this mailgram and past mailgrams are always available electronically on our website.   Sign up today so you don’t miss a single issue.  “Like” us on Facebook – Hermitage High School PTSA.  
PTSA NEWS:
Panther Pride Fund – Need a tax write off before December 31st?  Want to give to The Herm?  The Panther Pride Fund is an easy way to support PTSA activities. 100% of your tax deductible donation goes to support school needs that directly impact our students, teachers, and staff. The future success of our sponsored programs depends on your participation in the PANTHER PRIDE FUND! Send a check to the Hermitage PTSA or pay via PayPal on our website at www.hermitageptsa.org.  

Panther Pride Hoodie Sales – The PTSA will begin taking orders for Hoodies on Friday, October 28th during all lunches, and will continue taking orders Monday, October 31st through Friday, November 4th.  The Hoodies must be paid for at the time the order is placed.  The cost is $25 for sizes Small, Medium, Large and X-Large.  XX-Large will be $27 and XXX-Large will cost $28 each.     
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Join the PTSA to support your School!  Membership is only $5 and includes many benefits to you and your student. The PTSA provides teacher support by hosting teacher breakfasts and prizes, student events, scholarships and incentives, and coordinating volunteer activities in the school. Membership in the PTSA also provides a voice at the national level for our children. Take advantage of discounts from several vendors including HP, Southwest Airlines, T Mobile and Sharp -  www.pta.org/member_benefit_providers.asp.
PTSA Membership Cards – If you have joined the PTSA and haven’t received your membership card(s) yet, please email Norma Jean McClain (VP – Membership) at vpmembership@hermitageptsa.org for information.  Not a PTSA member yet?  There’s still time to join!  Membership is only $5.00 and includes many benefits for you and your student.  You may become a member by emailing the above address or via PayPal on our website (www.hermitageptsa.org).
Community Partners – Thank you to the businesses that support The Herm.  When you patronize these businesses, please thank them on behalf of Hermitage High School!  If you or someone you know owns a business and would like to become a Community Partner, or to see the list of our current sponsors, please visit our website at www.hermitageptsa.org.  
Food Lion, Target, Martins and Kroger shoppers - Support Hermitage every time you shop! Go to our website to list Hermitage as the charity of your choice, and sign up.

VOLUNTEER NEEDS:
Volunteer for the PTSA - Our goal for the upcoming school year is to involve all PANTHER PARENTS. Whether you have lots of free time or hardly any, there is a volunteer position that's right for you! More information is available on our website, click on “Volunteers” or email Jennifer Ramirez at volunteers@hermitageptsa.org. Some immediate needs:
· On-site helpers in the Attendance Office, Main Office, and Guidance Office
· Volunteers for the PTSA Committees including Party All Night, Hospitality, Community Liaison, Scholarship and Baccalaureate.

· Football game concession stand workers – JV games (Thursdays) –  11/10
The Hospitality Committee needs your help!  We are providing a Holiday Dessert Bar for our teachers in December.  Keeping in mind how busy everyone is around the holidays, we are asking for cash donations to prepare a lovely spread for the faculty and staff.  The suggested amount is $10, but we will happily accept any amount.  Please drop off all cash donations (in an envelope labeled PTSA Hospitality) in the office by November 30th.  Questions?  Please email Monique Merriman at moniquemerriman@verizon.net.
IMPORTANT SCHOOL DATES: (Be sure to check the monthly calendar online for up to the minute
information as dates sometimes change between publication dates.)
October 30 – Race to Nowhere screening at University of Richmond, 2 pm

November 2 – Last day to order Hermitage Marching Band oranges

November 4 – End of 1st Nine Week marking period

November 5 – SAT Testing @ Hermitage, 8 am

November 7 – Meet the Candidates Forum, Glen Allen HS, 6:30 – 8 pm

November 8 – Student Holiday/Election Day

November 8 – Parent/Teacher conferences,  8:30 – 11 am

November 9 – Orchestra fundraiser at Mosaics Restaurant,  5 – 9pm

November 10 – MCJROTC USMC birthday celebration, Commons A, 5 - 8 pm

November 11 – Veteran’s Day Assembly, 11 am

November 14 – 18, Anti-Bullying Week

November 17 – Parent/Teacher conferences, 4:15 – 7 pm

November 17 – Race to Nowhere screening at Godwin HS, 7pm

November 21 – Report Cards distributed

November 30 – Fall induction for National Honor Society at 7:00 pm in the Auditorium

Looking Ahead…
December 5 – Financial Aid Workshop, 6:30 pm

December 6 – Winter Strings Concert, 7:30 pm

December 12 – Sophomore Ring Delivery, all lunches; Sophomore Ring Ceremony 3:45pm

December 14 – Winter Band Concert, 7 pm

December 15 – Winter Chorus Concert, 7 pm

December 19 – Winter Break begins

Save The Date!
Prom:  April 28th, 2012 - Location TBD
Party All Night:  April 28th, 2012 – Location TBD
Baccalaureate Service: Sunday, June 10th, at 2 pm in the Hermitage High School Auditorium

Graduation: Wednesday, June 13th, at 3pm at VCU's Siegel Center

General School news:
Golden Apple Winners:

Each month the Golden Apple Award goes to faculty/staff members who go above and beyond their basic duties, making Hermitage the best it can be.  Congratulations to Ms.  Anthony and Mr. Orange, the first Golden Apple winners for 2011!  These two teachers have earned special recognition for their hard work and dedication. They received Golden Apple lapel pins and special parking spaces for the month of October. Great job teachers! 
School Board Candidates Forum:

Meet the candidates running for Brookland District School Board on Monday, November 7th, 6:30 – 8:00 pm at Glen Allen High School.  Beverly Cocke, Herb Dunford and Darrell Jenkins will be there to introduce themselves and their platform, and answer questions from the audience.   Questions must be submitted to the moderator prior to 6:30, and there will be a reception afterwards to meet and talk with the candidates.
Hermitage Orchestra Fundraiser Night!

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, November 9th, from 5-9 pm at Mosaics on River Rd.  The Hermitage String Quartet will be serenading diners as they enjoy a delicious meal and a ROMANTIC evening.  You would have to pay big bucks to have a quartet play for you and our quartet is playing for free!  Plus, you get to see Jennifer Johnson, the Orchestra Director, acting as bartender for the evening.  A portion of the sales that evening will be donated to the orchestra program.  Please let your server know you would like to donate to the Hermitage Orchestra program.  Contact Mrs. Johnson at jajohnson1@henrico.k12.va.us for more information.

Hermitage Marching Band News:

Wednesday, Nov. 2nd, is the last day to order oranges from the Marching Band!  Please contact any band member or visit www.riversweetonline.com/hermitageband11.
Race to Nowhere  
Race to Nowhere is an award-winning documentary that highlights the unintended consequences of our pressure-cooker culture and education system.   An eye-opening call to action, the film challenges our deepest-held assumptions about how we can best prepare young people for the future.  Learn more at www.racetonowhere.com.  There are two chances to catch this thought provoking film:
October 30th, at University of Richmond, 2 pm.

The Parents’ Council of Commonwealth Parenting will be screening Race To Nowhere on Sunday, October 30th, at 2pm at the Modlin Center for the Arts at the University of Richmond.   Tickets are $15 at the door.  
November 17th, at Godwin High School, 7 pm. 
The Godwin PTSA will be screening Race To Nowhere on Monday, November 17th, at 7pm.  The 90 minute movie will be followed by a 30 minute panel discussion. Panel members include parents, a college director of admissions, central office representatives, and several students.   Tickets are available for $10 in advance at http://rtngodwinhs.eventbrite.com.    
Highlights of club and sports news: For sports schedules, go to http://www.highschoolsports.net/school/Hermitage-High-School-Henrico-VA/
Teachers, coaches, sponsors - Please send all your club and sports news to info@hermitageptsa.org for publication in the Mailgram.
Student involvement – The PTSA is committed to engaging students and providing leadership opportunities at Hermitage High. The school and PTSA websites have links to club listings and contact information, and the PTSA would like to promote student activities and accomplishments in the Mailgram. Contact any PTSA board member for more information.
Please remind your student to check school bulletin boards for news about their clubs. A complete club advisor list can be found on both the school and the PTSA webpage, under links.
If your student graduated and you would like to unsubscribe to our mailings, please e-mail info@hermitageptsa.org and ask to be removed.
What? We missed your good news or announcement? Let us know at info@hermitageptsa.org

Attention: Faculty, students and parents. Don’t forget to send us information for this mailgram. We publish on the 1st of each month.
Editors:  Chrissy Curtis and Vicky Echevarria

A service of the Hermitage High School PTSA
The PTSA will be selling these blue hoodies through preorders ONLY.  Print an order form from the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.hermitageptsa.org" �www.hermitageptsa.org�, and bring the order form and your payment to the PTSA spirit wear sale table during lunch any day during the first week of November.  The hoodies will not be offered for sale outside of the preorders and no orders will be accepted after Friday, November 4th.








